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     Working to Preserve, Protect, and Promote Kilgore’s Unique Heritage 

  
From the President: 

 

 

The Kilgore Historical Preservation Foundation is working to continue our 
mission “to put the derricks back up” and to preserve the history of 
Kilgore.  The addition of the Lacy Holmes Williams Derrick brought one 
more derrick and star to the Railroad Right-of-Way. 

     Debbie Dane and her line up of Derrick Stars brought us “Broadway Showstoppers” 
on the World’s Richest Acre on October 20.  Only one show had to be canceled due to 
construction on and around the Acre. 
     Thank you Main Street and the City of Kilgore for those improvements.   
     Currently KHPF committees are at work on several fronts: 
     Dimi DeSantis and her workers have once again planned and organized the annual 
Meadowbrook Historic Homes Tour. 
     Deana Covin and Debbie Dane, Co-Chairmen of the Christmas in the Patch 
Committee, have worked out all the details for the 2011 Christmas extravaganza. 
     Jan Jaynes, Chairman of the Deen Kenner Crim Committee, and Gem Meacham are 
promoting the sale of A Taste of History-Kilgore Cooking.  Watch for excerpts in 
Barbara McClellan ‘s “Helpful Hints” in the Longview News Journal. 
     Darryl Gillcoat, Chairman of the Derrick Committee, will be seen soon on the Acre 
organizing his committee members and some city workers as they put up the Christmas 
and Happy New Year signs. 
     The Mini-Derrick Committee is progressing with the plan to give the  
Derricks a permanent home in a new Derrick Park.  See more details and information 
about the raffle in this Bulletin. 
      Caleb and Linda Pirtle launched www.venturegalleries.com  a new art marketing 
and eBook publishing company on October 10.  They are showing at no cost to the 
Foundation our KHPF trilogy of books and selected pictures of Kilgore’s boom time.  
Thank you Caleb and Linda for your generous contributions to KHPF! 
     If any of you KHPF members would  like to serve on a committee, please contact me 
or any committee chairman.  We are always looking for more service  and  monetary 
support. 

                                                   Marian 
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Holiday Happenings--2011 
 

The theme for this year’s Christmas in the Patch is The Magic of Christmas.  The 24th 
annual derrick lighting extravaganza is planned for Thursday, November 17, at 7:00 pm 
with pre-program entertainment beginning at 6:30 pm.  Pre-show entertainment will 
feature performances by the Kilgore College Band and Drum Line, the Kilgore College 
Twirlers, the KHS Choir, and the Kilgore College Rangerettes.  This year the star-
studded night will be produced by Co-Chairs, Deana Covin and Debbie Dane,  and 
directed by Debbie Dane.  Deana Bolton Covin, former director of the Rangerettes and 
KHPF board member, will have the honor of lighting the stars atop the derricks.  The 
multitude of stars and performers will keep you entertained while the derrick stars shine 
above.  Bring your family and join your Kilgore neighbors for a night of song, dance 
and Christmas spirit as we reveal The Magic of Christmas.   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Kilgore is dressed once again for Christmas!  The new landscape lends itself to the 
Christmas atmosphere.  The Meadowbrook Historic District Committee has announced 
that Holiday Happenings in Historic Homes will take place December 3 from 2:00 pm 
until 6:00 pm. The home tour ticket cost will be $10.00.  Homes on the tour are the 
homes of Deedy Adams, 14596 N. FM 2276; Debbie Dane & John Whitehead, 1211 
Andrews;  Derfilia & David Tidwell, 300 Knowles; and the beautiful St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 314 Hwy. 259.   
 
Remember that KHPF has long sleeve Christmas shirts, Christmas ornaments, Kilgore 
afghans and three Kilgore Books (Echoes from Forgotten Streets; Visions of Forgotten 
Streets; and Life on Kilgore’s Unforgettable Streets) that make great Christmas gifts.  
The Kilgore cookbook,  A Taste of History, is also available.  This 210 page cookbook 
is a treasure trove of recipes and Kilgore history. 
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Caleb Pirtle has compiled a new Kilgore book that will also be available for Christmas.  
This book, Kilgore: A Boom for the Ages, is filled with 160 pages of pictures and text 
and will be sold at area stores for the low price of $19.99.  According to Caleb, the book 
covers the 1930s period when the “boom was rocking Kilgore days and nights with 
noise, confusion, and schemes to get rich.” 
 

 

New Pocket Park to be added to landscape.  KHPF took another step toward improving 
the history and landscape of downtown. The park is planned for a vacant lot on the 
corner of South Street and Commerce, across from the Texan Theater.  Shelley Potter, 
landscape architect, presented the plans of the park which  will be the new home for the 
KHPF collection of mini memorial and honorary derricks that once stood on Kilgore 
sidewalks.                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a  Raffle  to  raise  money  to benefit the Derrick Park.  There will be three  

identical prizes:  three book sets of  autographed, leather 
Kilgore Books in slipcase. You need not be present to win.  
Ticket price will be $5.00 each or 5 tickets for $20.00. See a 
KHPF member for ticket information. 
          Drawing for book sets will be December 15! 

 
 

50
th

 Anniversary brings new star to our horizon!  Edie Williams presented her 
husband, Dr. Lacy Holmes Williams, an oil derrick for their 
anniversary in place of the traditional gold present.  On May 13 
members of KHPF, elected officials and community members 
gathered on Commerce Street in front of the new derrick.  Among 
those attending the dedication were Judge Bill Stoudt and Texas 
Railroad Commission Chairperson, Elizabeth Ames Jones.  Kilgore 
Mayor, Ronnie Spradlin, and Marian Richardson, KHPF President, 
accepted the gift of the derrick and spoke on behalf of the KHPF.  Mr. Williams said, 
“My family is pleased to be part of the legacy that made the Kilgore oil industry what it 
is today”. 



 4

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE 

          SPECIAL KILGORE EVENTS 

 
 November 17 – Christmas in the Patch lighting ceremony in the 
         World’s Richest Acre Park—7:00 pm 
 
 November 26 – Mingle & Jingle downtown event sponsored by Main Street, 
                                    6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
 
 November 29 – Kilgore Christmas Parade 
 
 December 3 –   Annual Home Tour from 2:00 pm until 6:00 pm 
  
 December 9 & 10 – Mt. Kilgore snow hill 
 
 January 2012 – Annual KHPF meeting.  Be watching for your personal 
        Invitation!  

 

Keep up to date with the KHPF website:   www.khpf.org 
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